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The Garden of Pythia: Oracles and
AI installation turn Greek landscape
into living artwork

By Apostolos Staikos (/profiles/580)

Published on 17/04/2025 - 7:14 GMT+2

Share this article Comments (#vuukle-comments-2783608)

Greece's Delphi oracle is the inspiration behind an immersive art installation
by data artist Charles Sandison that's aimed at encouraging a deeper
understanding of history and a greater appreciation of the possibilities of AI.
Apostolos Staikos visited the site to find out more.

Copyright Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork commission
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Built of stone, with relief styles on the walls and an impressive floor, the World Centre for

Circular Economy and Culture is a unique example of post-war architecture.

ADVERTISEMENT

Established in 1959 from designs by the architect Petros Pikionis, the "Pi" Pavillion is

considered one of the most beautiful balconies of Delphi, lying just a few hundred metres

from the picturesque village.

There, as soon as the sun sets, its famous garden of "Pi " comes alive.* Ancient faces,
letters and words appear on the rocks and the green leaves of the trees.

"The Garden of Pythia" is the new art installation by Scottish artist Charles Sandison and

was commissioned byPCAI (Polygreen Culture & Art Initiative). (https://www.pcai.gr/)

The work bridges the ancient and modern worlds, and suggests that the answers we

seek from artificial intelligence are similar to the quests of those who visited the Oracle of

Delphi.
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Welcome to the Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025. Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork
commission
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The idea was born during the Sandison's visit to the archaeological site, drawing a

parallel between the concept of the oracle, in which travellers sought prophetic

predictions, and a model example of an organic, physical computing device.

The landscape embodies a complex network of rituals, where gates, paths and timings

seem to have functioned like the motherboard of a computer system.

"I think the work I made is a way of looking at nature. She in turn will listen to your

question and give you the answers you seek. I spent a lot of time in the area, of course I

visited the archaeological site. I walked in the hills and explored the landscape, the nature

and the animals that live here. I decided to create a digital painting, a tribute to this place

and its history," Sandison explains.
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Inside the Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI

artwork commission

Amalia Hotel Delphi

Κάντε κράτηση τώρα

◆

€ 137

Powered by

Most read

1

Strauss' Blue Danube waltz
beams into space for his
200th birthday
(/culture/2025/05/30/vienna
to-beam-strauss-iconic-
blue-danube-waltz-into-
space-to-mark-his-200th-
birthday)

2
Culture catch-up: Jafar
Panahi’s Cannes win & politics
of Iranian film
(/culture/2025/05/30/culture
catch-up-jafar-panahis-
palme-dor-win-and-the-
politics-of-iranian-cinema)

3

Pink diamond with ties to
Marie Antoinette’s daughter
heads to auction
(/culture/2025/05/28/a-
pink-diamond-ring-that-
once-belonged-to-marie-
antoinettes-daughter-is-
going-up-for-aucti)

4
Elon Musk brands Bono a 'liar'
and an 'idiot' over USAID
comments
(/culture/2025/06/02/elon-
musk-brands-bono-a-liar-
and-an-idiot-over-usaid-
cuts-criticism)

5

Film of the Week: 'The
Phoenician Scheme' - Wes
Anderson's empty shell
(/culture/2025/05/30/eurone
cultures-film-of-the-week-
the-phoenician-scheme-
wes-andersons-shallow-
caper)

ADVERTISEMENT

Amalia Hotel Delphi

Κάντε κράτηση τώρα

Fedriades Delphi Hotel

Κάντε κράτηση τώρα

◆

€ 137

◆

€ 94

prev next

https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=rCcsQu0JawIJNVtzG7O2m5ooDc9QM9r_zt5MGbnD3QEie2TcX73zg68bSMejvBXgoOmw3g7jNkbB1aTxI_UOMnX4USvzIs9msyKBGaEAwUZThWNBmGMRp-gi7HiP8HNfXl9jy75Wbyl9v4sD4odZw5Q7f59OZDKwyN2x8MK5JcTNzwwXGJYbMiitybG8CCZePjaUtyxvgjyna3Mb1-MAS6kdD-AjKsMBl1C22SU7wu6hK1UznTyb_MjAMnwb628GXrpl8db6mzFe_3M1huIQ2t54FZruHxOLzDRUgwQ4babSW0jkulvTHc3yPsME2-1BdmSSftuOKoAYELbq_PbB_Fw2NnozpBufPcIZ9-BktePlac_B_kZamMFnKTgC7Zz-5PFAMOEmzSM5TvxsOsC73I0gFm-e01mRr78b_bgrBMX4eFYOnU-NVEIYlxgcEH6IjLbYB8A3J8hUu3nkDOiHtV2Byy37WJWmK1OU-_q5a2WXxYYPZfQapQgfre8nV5pQh8WfsQz61u57f6-pR9JWpfIDTXn8kPbOjjfOIC5saxH_2syDCvAHevf5h7syll4eet_1_PczQwGBv6dsgLWg0aGTDfzv1QGyV0RBdGJSerICPJQJ-sknlHkXmUCK2Twbcq-7izUKnxXy-W7TNPVl6cEqf8QTwfsy76s4CVP2PT7wzKF41nuWgPegnFEA1GwBO9UGkrJvLgW_g0I6-8HyOuudVd9EPebxC1GOou6cy0Q44I3Z&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booking.com%2Fhotel%2Fgr%2Famalia-delphi-delphi.html%3Faid%3D2384458%26utm_source%3Ddisplay-retargeting-criteo%26affiliate_id%3D2384458%26checkin%3D2025-07-28%26checkout%3D2025-07-31%26utm_id%3D401129%26cto_pld%3Dp4bW_1Q9AAAEQkhZCHTVng
https://privacy.eu.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=H7yoIWVkHVuNOR2KC0lNEv54xV9RhGv_1I5w6ThdMJoUNbqJQbU8cItrCmDmZabvInxy1e8DlkpBr6XbvZISJ549pCTG19U2qWp_monqq9KPeOH9oEdnF7dsjld2acGdWlIia4ZmTsbh5XxAA3H6GNRFhyM
https://www.optidigital.com/?utm_medium=aio&utm_source=euronews.com&utm_campaign=content_2
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2025/05/30/vienna-to-beam-strauss-iconic-blue-danube-waltz-into-space-to-mark-his-200th-birthday
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2025/05/30/culture-catch-up-jafar-panahis-palme-dor-win-and-the-politics-of-iranian-cinema
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2025/05/28/a-pink-diamond-ring-that-once-belonged-to-marie-antoinettes-daughter-is-going-up-for-aucti
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2025/06/02/elon-musk-brands-bono-a-liar-and-an-idiot-over-usaid-cuts-criticism
https://www.euronews.com/culture/2025/05/30/euronews-cultures-film-of-the-week-the-phoenician-scheme-wes-andersons-shallow-caper
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=N274AM3nroe2exkdkwmCFqX68iGcRwWDbD8zAKoLYWkNsymp--lFd-I-otgZdL1FoZ51pQX8UkPULhb-I9U7Thqa-kWgfP1zG5vHlZMN7Ig9s7kqgtElPbUFSuprt7yOGLvLbz-Ov31xy8iCn-s-Qk26TSR_G4O6iHNlEfWyoEXMSzZYmwMfuD4iSlwcuLJYtKw56Rw9RNwj7AyQ-MWxREwMOFohzEhc9rGQVIutf2T3en5fHcitHap2k4of109yDoee6rJ479StIzJysrkkZfibzh6wLvGpEftvkn_49ovQY4fPkUaEbjvjV8o356JfiK6Z1Fe0bapB53-JppK_caYDCl4J8D5i2EJp_lXbAyxUwGLy0a6t05wIEyKVSW3WlAE_94TeopxqG0z4ouJqnxj1fUoLLTxKd1FMEJV4jSxkp7Eg1cWI3CiKrZZIXkH1JLpKvxk4ZXvK5RZPVAyp2q328yXZkbgUrxJg2P_lQwt8B_yqSOHofkoxuqwkJgIo7h49gS7q7Udbta0UXITQfgIyp4HzGGk7c40i5D3pDicEVZlmz-S7QX819B1XEIxXvpgYSXH6XRBvM9p8kSA_uk3G13cQJ9xMUMMuem-ICBks88G9kBL1vupA3Xn3mfOKFYStFv8mpwVh9lI1_NG_HQ8Jld14K2N4eXTqeyYWT-hLC3mtVAz_7vNUvlJZmuvb8eIsXDrKFVBMTTLfK80mDi3aQ0Q&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.booking.com%2F%3Faid%3D2384458%26utm_source%3Ddisplay-retargeting-criteo%26affiliate_id%3D2384458%26checkin%3D2025-07-28%26checkout%3D2025-07-31%26utm_id%3D401129%26cto_pld%3DmE3jX1Q9AAA-FAUecezNwA
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=0QQyZ83nroe2exkdkwmCFqX68iGcRwWDbD8zAKoLYWkNsymp--lFd-I-otgZdL1FoZ51pQX8UkPULhb-I9U7Thqa-kWgfP1zG5vHlZMN7Ig9s7kqgtElPbUFSuprt7yOGLvLbz-Ov31xy8iCn-s-Qk26TSR_G4O6iHNlEfWyoEXMSzZY6v8zd6gJ2r00TNE1JLhUjLBkIdufucMFhGZxYlqglQu4CKlAXpJSgu5Vwug3-tSi2pdQBuHJzaofQ0BN7TI25dv1Be6BbLtd2rozOKUmEgak8VPgyC5FhPHdYds8WlU7aTdCIMgos0-iQ2GYPO-CXCNSaP4_7ApENACJl7qMmXTmZ_6C0n3Us9jRr28_z-rxmUSydzwrMWKrXglaqqYNzB7C9mLoV4qrAQZvaRojKHcbIxS8qPIa2mVQza0HuOkbdGI3Qgb3H1EoKWBHvl04qplhJx3Fsivk8r1ho3fRxxKca27XUIX5qm1wZqbmHYKmnBOGmS5FitVRYrMc6ZyIi3GU7pmXZoMagTrO6QU_7nFPdla7o40_ve2YLe_X6BDxJeBi1Kz9iQPQltOwxU0TbqVbHTnuOl_Y_lD05cCygGnTvJulaeemPaE-1ObudpH4e10QOKTkjBeNZu6ClNz1otlsZsgBuQbJ3EZNauwoHKZTbrZJpxEb6NXGNK4PEkWpJv_UVjeKQQgz969xCb5UtH6VHl7V96pAQB7GAGXN4t0RobHzKdnzcGJ6m5j_U6j-&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booking.com%2Fhotel%2Fgr%2Famalia-delphi-delphi.html%3Faid%3D2384458%26utm_source%3Ddisplay-retargeting-criteo%26affiliate_id%3D2384458%26checkin%3D2025-07-28%26checkout%3D2025-07-31%26utm_id%3D401129%26cto_pld%3DZIyasVQ9AADlJeWBgEQSJQ
https://cat.fr3.eu.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=OOLShs3nroe2exkdkwmCFqX68iGcRwWDbD8zAKoLYWkNsymp--lFd-I-otgZdL1FoZ51pQX8UkPULhb-I9U7Thqa-kWgfP1zG5vHlZMN7Ig9s7kqgtElPbUFSuprt7yOGLvLbz-Ov31xy8iCn-s-Qk26TSR_G4O6iHNlEfWyoEXMSzZYgkGRbfKLy2I4p4RF01cOfFSpb--Yy9waVv6qsnfOTwxrALiS2rJDcDstVH429DC9SRzbkncY3O0b0Dw4orC8OCux3uZXK70iz5LuY2bqW4rrq52NA1i16tgCYU8NpChJiELZ-P_QhQTozuCQB2qAVRsuEAP6qJs03wZAPIkGp6TrNS4PHhcyAt0JFkzywZOp0u5U-6ZPdMsR6GcBHoFuaFBO_Jo4evfsJjVJEDV2igZgUxPb6WN4LjwHva4F08SMwKMphLpZdfkDTiRVRnZ4a0urLSwZlctFOBHYXGC5Ql6JBExgQC9--X9E9d8O0lAiw3d0Cb6Sn2ytkU1jZYJHFy2FHO7BURx6PSaKknpGCCVr7GlPu3rudIOtTL_RdZqgTXA34FLeGGauzzObQJ-u1ft_PlRYZwqtsBPMCtITcm1OaVL9naTPaVQzgJk_aHXgAIqWd_Z6rXq7amqHie4tYyYAp4bQqG_WXLEVyifZVuQm3zlrVrOBliWPaYKSAHCj9ekFosxj7YCd-SAKaq2ML-iResNsumc3qNIgcePA4MriiX5vm7absH8kquG7Y6Rq&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booking.com%2Fhotel%2Fgr%2Ffedriades.html%3Faid%3D2384458%26utm_source%3Ddisplay-retargeting-criteo%26affiliate_id%3D2384458%26checkin%3D2025-07-28%26checkout%3D2025-07-31%26utm_id%3D401129%26cto_pld%3DRU6_JFQ9AAB68t5qzK5mUA
https://privacy.eu.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=1le0bHFQM3wHGOpW5yrm3tZDGvAhGeVA9cH7zoyu2dHPe89skqUcZZWkMpvLkDIjCKJ_R_rXRNUl13NGTo2tOHyKehUDp-1tTC9Evs7ZPSSOrrKtiYc251cuCFshy3k7LbXNqhnmZyB7VlrYfd-nlArQrH4
https://www.optidigital.com/?utm_medium=aio&utm_source=euronews.com&utm_campaign=optidigital-halfpage-3


The work features specially designed code and sensors that detect temperature and light

levels, and interacts with the environment and evolves over time.

"The Garden of Pythia is a fictional place set partly on a mountainside in ancient Greece

and partly in the matrix of my computer. Inspired by my visit to the temple of Apollo, I

have coded this visual AI work that combines the memories of Pythia with the beautiful

slopes of Parnassus. I believe that visitors will see this artwork as a means of bridging the

ancient and the modern, and realize that the answers we seek from the AI are analogous

to the corresponding quests of the ancient world from Pythia," the Scottish artist claims .

The Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork

commission

Charles Sandison inside the Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison; Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork commission

- Charles Sandison -

Artist

I want visitors to understand that there are people like
artists, creators and musicians who are trying to use this
technology in a way that serves humans.
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For Sandison, Delphi was analogous to CERN, (https://home.cern/) the most

sophisticated system for interpreting and predicting goals and outcomes. It was a way of

understanding the world more deeply, equivalent to modern developments in the field of

artificial intelligence.

The PCAI mission

Founded by Athanasios Polychronopoulos, CEO of environmental company Polygreen

(https://www.polygreen.eco/), PCAI is a cultural organization that aims to raise

environmental awareness through an annual program of art commissions, contemporary

art exhibitions, artist residency programs, workshops and conferences.

The PCAI Art Collection focuses on commissions and works of contemporary art and

moving image. It aims to provide artists with the means and resources to create pieces in

dialogue with contemporary environmental, sociological and philosophical issues,

allowing for complete freedom of expression and critical inquiry.

The Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork

commission
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"Protecting the environment means changing attitudes and behaviour. To do this, people

really need to feel that they have to take action. I believe that culture, art and especially

contemporary art are able to send messages and influence people to really contribute to

the protection of their environment," argues Athanasios Polychronopoulos, CEO of

Polygreen and founder of PCAI.

Athanasios Polychronopoulos - Polygreen/PCAI

The Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork

commission
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At a time when the potential of artificial intelligence is both troubling and frightening to

many of us, Charles Sandison believes it can prove to be a useful tool.

"Visiting the 'Garden of Pythia' is an experience where artificial intelligence is not what is

often described in the media and news. Most of the time it is about scary stories. I want

visitors to understand that there are people like artists, creators and musicians who are

trying to use this technology in a way that serves humans. I hope that people here have

an upbeat and positive artistic experience," says Sandison.

The Garden of Pythia (https://www.pcai.gr/pcais-new-commission-2)opened April 9,
ahead of the 2025 Delphi Economic Forum, and remains open to the public at PCAI’s
‘pi’ pavilion.

Share this article Comments (#vuukle-comments-2783608)

The Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork

commission
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