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The Garden of Pythia: Oracles and
Alinstallation turn Greek landscape
into living artwork

Copyright Courtesy of the artist. PCAl artwork commission

By Apostolos Staikos (/profiles/580)
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Greece's Delphi oracle is the inspiration behind an immersive art installation
by data artist Charles Sandison that's aimed at encouraging a deeper
understanding of history and a greater appreciation of the possibilities of Al.
Apostolos Staikos visited the site to find out more.
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Al Kurt Cobain: The
horror of Instagram's
chatbots

Built of stone, with relief styles on the walls and an impressive floor, the World Centre for
Circular Economy and Culture is a unique example of post-war architecture.

ADVERTISEMENT Falling in Love ‘is

possible only in
Berlin' says Jean
Paul Gaultier

Singer Jessie J says
she has been
diagnosed with early
breast cancer

200-year-old
condom with erotic
art goes on display
Powered by at Dutch museum

Established in 1959 from designs by the architect Petros Pikionis, the "Pi" Pavillion is
considered one of the most beautiful balconies of Delphi, lying just a few hundred metres
from the picturesque village.

'Back To The Future’
stars join Gibson in
search for missing
guitar

There, as soon as the sun sets, its famous garden of "Pi" comes alive.* Ancient faces,
letters and words appear on the rocks and the green leaves of the trees.

ADVERTISEMENT
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Welcome to the Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025. Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork
commission

"The Garden of Pythia"is the new art installation by Scottish artist Charles Sandison and
was commissioned byPCAI (Polygreen Culture & Art Initiative). (https://www.pcai.gr/)
The work bridges the ancient and modern worlds, and suggests that the answers we
seek from artificial intelligence are similar to the quests of those who visited the Oracle of
Delphi.
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The Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAIl artwork
commission

The work features specially designed code and sensors that detect temperature and light
levels, and interacts with the environment and evolves over time.

"The Garden of Pythia is a fictional place set partly on a mountainside in ancient Greece
and partly in the matrix of my computer. Inspired by my visit to the temple of Apollo, |
have coded this visual Al work that combines the memories of Pythia with the beautiful
slopes of Parnassus. | believe that visitors will see this artwork as a means of bridging the
ancient and the modern, and realize that the answers we seek from the Al are analogous
to the corresponding quests of the ancient world from Pythia," the Scottish artist claims .

Charles Sandison inside the Garden of Pyth/'a - Charles Sandison; Courtesy of the artist. PCAl artwork commission

I want visitors to understand that there are people like
artists, creators and musicians who are trying to use this
technology in a way that serves humans. ”

- Charles Sandison -
Artist



The Garden of Pyth/'a - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAIl artwork

commission

For Sandison, Delphi was analogous to CERN, (https://home.cern/) the most
sophisticated system for interpreting and predicting goals and outcomes. It was a way of
understanding the world more deeply, equivalent to modern developments in the field of
artificial intelligence.

The PCAI mission

Founded by Athanasios Polychronopoulos, CEO of environmental company Polygreen
(https://www.polygreen.eco/), PCAl is a cultural organization that aims to raise
environmental awareness through an annual program of art commissions, contemporary
art exhibitions, artist residency programs, workshops and conferences.

The PCAI Art Collection focuses on commissions and works of contemporary art and
moving image. It aims to provide artists with the means and resources to create pieces in
dialogue with contemporary environmental, sociological and philosophical issues,
allowing for complete freedom of expression and critical inquiry.


https://home.cern/
https://home.cern/
https://www.polygreen.eco/
https://www.polygreen.eco/

Athanasios Polychronopoulos - polygreen/PCAI

"Protecting the environment means changing attitudes and behaviour. To do this, people
really need to feel that they have to take action. | believe that culture, art and especially
contemporary art are able to send messages and influence people to really contribute to
the protection of their environment," argues Athanasios Polychronopoulos, CEO of
Polygreen and founder of PCAI.

The Garden of Pythia - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork
commission



. Festival
The Garden of Pyth/a - Charles Sandison, Garden of Pythia, 2025 (work in progress). Courtesy of the artist. PCAI artwork
commission
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often described in the media and news. Most of the time it is about scary stories. | want
egyhre people like artists, creators and musicians who are
trying to use this technology in a way that serves humans. | hope that people here have
an upbeat and positive artistic experience," says Sandison.

The Garden of Pythia (https://www.pcai.gr/pcais-new-commission-2) opened April 9,
ahead of the 2025 Delphi Economic Forum, and remains open to the public at PCAl's
‘pi’ pavilion.
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